Recommended Reads — Year 9

A Monster Calls — Patrick Ness
CWINNER Conor has the same dream every night, ever since his mother first fell ill,
ever since she started the treatments that don't quite seem to be
working. But tonight is different. Tonight, when he wakes, there's a visitor
at his window. It’s ancient, elemental, a force of nature. And it wants the
most dangerous thing of all from Conor. It wants the truth. Patrick Ness
weaves an extraordinary and heart-breaking tale of mischief, healing and
above all, the courage it takes to survive.

A

Noah Can’t Even by Simon James Green

Poor Noah Grimes! His father disappeared years ago, his mother's
Beyoncé tribute act is an unacceptable embarrassment, and his
beloved gran is no longer herself. He only has one friend, Harry, and
school is... Well, it's pure hell. Why can't Noah be normal, like
everyone else at school?

Maybe if he struck up a romantic relationship with someone - maybe
Sophie, who is perfect and lovely - he'd be seen in a different light?
But Noah's plans are derailed when Harry kisses him at a party.
That's when things go from bad to utter chaos.

SIMON JAMES GREEN

The Boxer by Nikesh Shukla
i s Told over the course of the ten rounds of his first fight, this is the
M\ﬂ@-'“*“___ ’ story of amateur boxer Sunny. A seventeen-year-old feeling isolated
C and disconnected in the city he's just moved to, Sunny joins a boxing
3 club to learn to protect himself after a racist attack. He finds the
community he's been desperately seeking at the club, and a mentor
in trainer Shobu, who helps him find his place in the world. But racial
tensions are rising in the city, and when a Far-Right march through
Bristol turns violent, Sunny is faced with losing his new best friend
Keir to radicalisation. A gripping, life-affirming novel about
friendship, radicalisation and finding where you belong.

Front Lines by Michal Grant

It's WWII, but not as you remember it from history lessons! This time
the girls aren’t stitching socks for the brave boys at the front. Meet
17-year-old Rio Richlin and her friends Frangie Marr and Rainy
Schulterman, three of the newest recruits in the US Armed Forces.
They stand shoulder to shoulder with the boys from home as they
take on Hitler’s army. In the face of reluctant colonels and sceptical
sergeants, the teenage soldier girls must prove their guts, strength,
and resourcefulness as soldiers. Rio has grown up in a world where
men don’t cry and girls are supposed to care only about ‘money and
looks’. But she has always known that there is something wrong with
this system...
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A Skinful of Shadows — Francis Hardinge

When a creature dies, its spirit can go looking for somewhere to hide.
Some people have space inside them, perfect for hiding.

Makepeace, a courageous girl with a mysterious past, defends herself
nightly from the ghosts which try to possess her. Then a dreadful
event causes her to drop her guard for a moment.

And now there's a ghost inside her.

The spirit is wild, brutish and strong, but it may be her only defence in
a time of dark suspicion and fear. As the English Civil War erupts,
Makepeace must decide which is worse: possession — or death.

Dear Martin by Nic Stone

Justyce McAllister is top of his class and set for the Ivy League — but
none of that matters to the police officer who just put him in
handcuffs. And despite leaving his rough neighbourhood behind, he
can't escape the scorn of his former peers or the ridicule of his new
classmates. Justyce looks to the teachings of Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. for answers. But do they hold up anymore? He starts a journal to
Dr. King to find out.

Then comes the day Justyce goes driving with his best friend, Manny,
windows rolled down, music turned up — way up, sparking the fury of
a white off-duty police officer beside them. Words fly. Shots are
fired. Justyce and Manny are caught in the crosshairs. In the media
fallout, it's Justyce who is under attack.

The Last Paper Crane by Kerry Drewery

A Japanese teenager, Mizuki, is worried about her grandfather who is
clearly desperately upset about something. He says that he has never
got over something that happened in his past and gently Mizuki
persuades him to tell her what it is. We are taken to 1945, Hiroshima,
and Mizuki's grandfather as a teenage boy chatting at home with his
friend Hiro. Moments later the horrific nuclear bomb is dropped on
Hiroshima. What follows is a searing account of the blinding flash,
the harrowing search for family and the devastation both human and
physical. There is also the very moving and human story as the two
teenage boys with great bravery search for and find Keiko, Hiro's
five-year-old sister. But then Keiko is lost when Mizuki's grandfather
has no option but to leave her in a safe place while he goes for help...
Despite a desperate search in the aftermath of the bomb, where he
leaves origami folded paper cranes for Keiko with his address on
everywhere a survivor could be, he cannot find her... A powerful
novel that, despite its harrowing subject matter, has hope at its
heart.
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The Rain by Virginia Bergin

One minute sixteen-year-old Ruby Morris is having her first proper
snog with Caspar McCloud in a hot tub, and the next she is being
bundled inside the house, dripping wet, cold and in her underwear.
Not cool. As she and Caspar shiver in the kitchen, it starts to rain.
They turn on the radio to hear panicked voices ‘It’s in the rain...it's
in the rain..."

That was two weeks ago, and now Ruby is totally alone. People
weren’t prepared for the rain, got caught out in it, didn’t realize
that you couldn’t drink water from the taps either. Even a drip of
rain would infect your blood, and eat you from the inside out. Ruby
knows she has to get to London to find her dad, but she just
doesn’t know where to start...After rescuing all the neighbourhood
dogs, Ruby sets off on a journey that will take her the length of the
country surviving in the only way she knows how.

The Boy at the Top of the Mountain — John Boyne

When Pierrot becomes an orphan, he must leave his home in Paris
for a new life with his Aunt Beatrix, a servant in a wealthy
household at the top of the German mountains. But this is no
ordinary time, for it is 1935 and the Second World War is fast
approaching; and this is no ordinary house, for this is the Berghof,
the home of Adolf Hitler.

Quickly, Pierrot is taken under Hitler's wing, and is thrown into an
increasingly dangerous new world: a world of terror, secrets and
betrayal, from which he may never be able to escape.

Rebound by Kwame Alexander
‘Hoop kings SOAR

in kicks with wings.

Game so sweet

it’s like bee stings.’

It's 1988. Charlie Bell is still mourning his father, and struggling to
figure out how he feels for his best (girl) friend, CJ. When he gets
into trouble one too many times, he's packed off to stay with his
grandparents for the summer. There his cousin Roxie introduces
him to a whole new world: basketball. A legend on the courts is
born. But can Charlie resist when trouble comes knocking once
again?

From the New York Times-bestselling author Kwame

Alexander, Rebound is a stunning coming-of-age novel in verse
about basketball, family and staying true to yourself.



