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Recommended Reads — Year 8

Wink by Rob Harrell

Ross Molloy just wants to be normal. He doesn't want to lose his hair, or wear
a weird hat, or deal with the disappearing friends who don't know what to say
to 'the cancer kid'. But with his recent diagnosis of a rare eye cancer, simply
blending in is no longer an option. Ross - and his friends and his family - all
need to work out how to deal with this devastating challenge that Life has
thrown down. Maybe Batpig can come to the rescue?

Based on Rob Harrell's own real-life experience of eye cancer, and including
amazing comic-strip artwork, this poignant and authentic novel is
unforgettable, hilarious and uplifting.

Liccle Bit by Alex Wheatle

Venetia King is the hottest girl at school. Too bad Lemar is the second
shortest guy in his year. Everyone calls him Liccle Bit, and his two best
friends, McKay and Jonah, never tire of telling him he has no chance with
girls. Things aren't much better at home. His mum is permanently hassled,
his sister a frustrated single mum and his dad moved out years ago. Liccle Bit
wishes he could do something - anything! - to make life better. A new phone
would be a start...When Venetia starts paying Liccle Bit attention, he
secretly hopes he's on a fast track to a first date. Unfortunately, as a new
gang war breaks out, he finds himself on a fast track to something much
more sinister. South Crongton's notorious gang leader has taken an interest
in Liccle Bit. Before he knows what's happening, he finds himself running
errands. But when he hears about a killing on the estate, Liccle Bit is forced
to question his choices. How can he possibly put things right?

I am David by Anne Holm

‘You must get away tonight,’ the man had told him. David escapes from the
concentration camp where he has spent his entire life and flees across
Europe. He is utterly alone — who can he trust? What will await him? And all
the while, how can he be sure that they won’t catch up with him...This is the
remarkable story of David’s introduction to the world: sea, mountains and
flowers, the colours of Italy, the taste of fruit, people laughing and smiling, all
are new to David. David learns that his polite manner, his haunted eyes and
his thin features are strange to other people. He must learn to fend for
himself in this strange new world.

An incredible story of survival against all odds and self-discovery, for readers
of The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas and The Book Thief.




Seeing the flaws in
4 purtiel world

LOIS LOWRY

WELCOME

WHERE “""O WHEN YoU
DOYou G0 | K/ CANTGOHOME?

NONHERE

f

FLIZABETH LAIRD

The Giver by Lois Lowry

It is the future. There is no war, no hunger, no pain. No one in the
community wants for anything. Everything needed is provided. And at
twelve years old, each member of the community has their profession
carefully chosen for them by the Committee of Elders.

Twelve-year old Jonas has never thought there was anything wrong with
his world. But from the moment he is selected as the Receiver of Memory,
Jonas discovers that their community is not as perfect as it seems.

It is only with the help of the Giver, that Jonas can find what has been lost.
And it is only through his personal courage that Jonas finds the strength to
do what is right...

The Giver is the award-winning classic of bravery and adventure that has
inspired countless dystopian writers as the forerunner of this genre.

Welcome to Nowhere by Elizabeth Laird

Twelve-year-old Omar and his brothers and sisters were born and raised in
the beautiful and bustling city of Bosra, Syria. Omar doesn't care about
politics - all he wants is to grow up to become a successful businessman
who will take the world by storm. But when his clever older brother,
Musa, gets mixed up with some young political activists, everything
changes...

Before long, bombs are falling, people are dying, and Omar and his family
have no choice but to flee their home with only what they can carry. Yet
no matter how far they run, the shadow of war follows them - until they
have no other choice than to attempt the dangerous journey to escape
their homeland altogether. But where do you go when you can't go home?

Coram Boy by Jamila Gavin

The Whitbread 2000 Book of the Year is a haunting and captivating work
of historical fiction for children. The Coram man takes babies and

money from desperate mothers, promising to deliver them safely to a
Foundling Hospital in London. Instead, he murders them and buries them
by the roadside, to the helpless horror of his mentally ill son, Mish. Mish
saves one, Aaron, who grows up happily unaware of his history, proving
himself a promising musician. As Aaron's new life takes him closer to his
real family, the watchful Mish makes a terrible mistake, delivering Aaron
and his best friend Toby back into the hands of the Coram man. Fans of
The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas and Goodnight Mr Tom will love this.
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Not my Fault by Cath Howe

Maya and Rose won't talk to each other. Even though they are sisters.
Not since the accident. Maya is running wild, and Rose doesn't know
what to do. Now Maya and Rose have to go away together on a week-
long school journey. But will the trip - and a life-threatening adventure -
fix their relationship... or break it for good? A beautiful story of family,
forgiveness, and finding out who you are.

Run Wild by Gill Lewis

Izzy and Asha need a space to call their own, away from difficult
families, the Skull brothers and the trouble they bring. But the derelict
building site where they stake their claim already belongs to
something else, a wilderness they never expected and an injured wolf
that desperately needs their help. Can they reconnect to the wild and
save the wolf? Or is their pack too weak to fight much stronger
powers? A stunning tale of our lost connection to nature and the wild
that hides in us all, from renowned storyteller Gill Lewis. Particularly
suitable for struggling, reluctant or dyslexic readers.

The Dreamsnatcher by Abi Elphinstone

Twelve-year-old Moll Pecksniff wakes one night in the middle of the
forest, lured there by a recurring nightmare - the one with the
drums and the rattles and the masks. The Dreamsnatcher is waiting.
He has already taken her dreams and now he wants her life. Because
Moll is more important than she knows... The Oracle Bones foretold
that she and Gryff, a wildcat that has always been by her side, are
the only ones who can fight back against the Dreamsnatcher's dark
magic. Suddenly everything is at stake, and Moll is drawn into a
world full of secrets, magic and adventure. Catapult into this page-
turning adventure which is perfect for fans of J.K. Rowling.

The Extinction Trials by S M Wilson
The first book in the heart-stopping The Extinction Trials trilogy, for
fans of The Hunger Games and Jurassic Park.

Betrayal. Sacrifice. Survival. Welcome to The Extinction Trials...

In Stormchaser and Lincoln's ruined world, the only way to survive
is to risk everything. To face a contest more dangerous than
anyone can imagine. And they will do anything to win. But in a land
full of monsters - human and reptilian - they can't afford to trust
anyone. Perhaps not even each other...



