
 

 

  

We are fully aware of the importance of 
literacy at Kings and we promote reading 
for pleasure as part of our ongoing 
literacy programme. This lists some fiction 
books that we recommend for year 7s and 
which are also appropriate for current 
year 6s. All are available to borrow from 
our school library. 

      
Appropriate for ages 10 to 12 

Mrs Stevenson: Library Manager and the 
English Department. 



Recommended Reads – Year 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ghost Boys by Jewell Parker Rhodes 
A heart-breaking and powerful story about a black boy killed by a white police officer, 
drawing connections with real-life history, from award-winning author Jewell Parker 
Rhodes. 
ALIVE: Twelve-year-old Jerome doesn't get into trouble. He goes to school. He does his 
homework. He takes care of his little sister. Then Jerome is shot by a police officer who 
mistakes his toy gun for a real threat. 
DEAD: As a ghost, watching his family trying to cope with his death, Jerome begins to 
notice other ghost boys. Each boy has a story and they all have something in common... 
Bit by bit, Jerome begins to understand what really happened - not just to him, but to all 
of the ghost boys.  
A poignant and gripping story about how children and families face the complexities of 
race in today's world. 
 

The Last Bear by Hannah Gold 
There are no polar bears left on Bear Island. At least, that’s what April’s father tells 
her when his scientific research takes them to this remote Arctic outpost for six 
months. But one endless summer night, April meets one. He is starving, lonely and a 
long way from home. Determined to save him, April begins the most important 
journey of her life… 
This moving story will win the hearts of children the world over and show them that 
no one is too young or insignificant to make a difference. The Last Bear is a 
celebration of the love between a child and an animal, a battle cry for our world and 
an irresistible adventure with a heart as big as a bear’s. 
 

Trash by Andy Mulligan 
Raphael lives on a dumpsite, eking out a living sifting through rubbish. One unlucky-
lucky day, he makes an extraordinary and deadly discovery. Now he and his two 
friends, Gardo and Rat, are wanted by the corrupt forces that run the city and will 
stop at nothing to get back what they've lost. 
 
From the slums to the mansions of the elite, it's going to take all of their quick-
thinking and fast-talking to stay ahead. And to stay alive. 

The Nowhere Emporium – Ross MacKenzie 
When the mysterious Nowhere Emporium arrives in Glasgow, orphan Daniel 
Holmes stumbles upon it quite by accident. Before long, the 'shop from 
nowhere' -- and its owner, Mr Silver -- draw Daniel into a breath-taking world 
of magic and enchantment. Recruited as Mr Silver's apprentice, Daniel learns 
the secrets of the Emporium's vast labyrinth of passageways and rooms -- 
rooms that contain wonders beyond anything Daniel has ever imagined.  
But when Mr Silver disappears, and a shadow from the past threatens 
everything, the Emporium and all its wonders begin to crumble. 
Can Daniel save his home, and his new friends, before the Nowhere 
Emporium is destroyed forever?  
Ross MacKenzie unleashes a riot of imagination, colour and fantasy in this 
astonishing adventure, perfect for fans of Philip Pullman, Cornelia Funke and 
Neil Gaiman. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kick by Mitch Johnson 
Winner of the Branford Boase Award. Budi's plan is simple. He's going to 
be a star. Budi's going to play for the greatest team on earth, instead of 
sweating over each stitch he sews, each football boot he makes. But one 
unlucky kick brings Budi's world crashing down. Now he owes the Dragon, 
the most dangerous man in Jakarta. Soon it isn't only Budi's dreams at 
stake, but his life. A story about dreaming big, about hope and heroes, and 
never letting anything stand in your way. 

The Island at the End of Everything by Kiran Millward Hargrave 
Amihan lives on Culion Island, where some of the inhabitants – including 
her mother – have leprosy. Ami loves her home – with its blue seas and 
lush forests, Culion is all she has ever known. But the arrival of malicious 
government official Mr Zamora changes her world forever: islanders 
untouched by sickness are forced to leave. Banished across the sea, 
she's desperate to return, and finds a strange and fragile hope in a 
colony of butterflies. Can they lead her home before it's too late? 
 
An irresistibly poetic, bittersweet and heart-breaking tale of a girl finding 
her way back to her mother 
 

Drone Racer – Andy Briggs 
Carson and his friends love racing drones, and they can't believe their luck 
when they stumble across a discarded one at a junkyard. 
But this new find is full of surprises. When they power the drone up, it 
starts talking! 
And it's fast. 
Really fast. 
Carson's team could win big prizes in the racing leagues. 
Trouble is, someone wants their incredible drone back, and they'll stop at 
nothing to get it. How can three kids protect their new friend? 
 

Look Both Ways – Jason Reynolds 
When the bell rings and school is finished for the day, the walkers are 
finally set free. For ten blocks they have no-one telling them what to do; 
they can talk about bogies, skateboard, plan dramatic escapes, make 
jokes, face bullies, and hear about the school bus that fell from the sky… 
In ten stories (one per block), find out what really happens on the walk 
home from school, when there are no parents or teachers to supervise (or 
stop the fun!). From hilarious escapades to brave challenges, join the 
walkers for one journey and many, many detours… 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Two Degrees by Alan Gratz 
Fire. Flood. Ice. Three natural disasters. 
Three kids who must fight to survive and change things for the better. 
In California, Akira Kristiansen is driving through the mountains with her 
mom when a wildfire sparks - and grows scarily fast. In just moments, 
Akira and her family have to evacuate... but which way is safe with fire 
all around them? 
In Churchill, Manitoba, Owen Mackenzie is running a tour for travellers 
who've come to see the polar bears. Lately the bears show up more and 
more as the ice thins. When Owen and his friend see a bear much too 
close for comfort, they end up in a fight for their lives. 
In Miami, a hurricane bears down on Natalie Torres. That's not so 
uncommon ... but everyone's saying this could be it. The Big One. Natalie 
and her mother don't have anywhere to run to, so they hunker down to 
ride out the storm. 
Akira, Owen, and Natalie are all swept up in the global effects of climate 
change, each struggling to survive. But the three kids are more deeply 
connected than they could ever imagine - in ways that will change them 
can change the world. 
 

The Potion Diaries by Amy Alward 
The Hunger Games goes Princess Diaries in this modern, magical teen 
adventure! 
 
When the Princess of Nova accidentally poisons herself with a love 
potion meant for her crush, she falls crown-over-heels in love with her 
own reflection. Oops. A nationwide hunt is called to find the cure, with 
competitors travelling the world for the rarest ingredients, deep in 
magical forests and frozen tundras, facing death at every turn. Enter 
Samantha Kemi - an ordinary girl with an extraordinary talent. Sam's 
family were once the most respected alchemists in the kingdom, but 
they've fallen on hard times, and winning the hunt would save their 
reputation. But can Sam really compete with the dazzling powers of 
the ZoroAster megapharma company? Just how close is Sam willing to 
get to Zain Aster, her dashing former classmate and enemy, in the 
meantime? And just to add to the pressure, this quest is ALL OVER 
social media. And the world news. No big deal, then. 


