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8th July 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
Last week the government released guidelines for the reopening of schools in September. I would suggest 
that the plans communicate three very clear messages:  
 

 The government expects all students and staff to return to school full time in September (with very 
few exceptions).  

 Schools will be required to provide a full curriculum experience for all students.  

 There is huge flexibility for each school to interpret and apply the guidelines to best suit its individual 
context.  

 
The complexity of reopening the school within these guidelines is a huge logistical task, if parents wish to 
read the guidelines they can be found at https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-
during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools 
 
 
This September, the size of the school is to grow by 15% with an incoming Year 7 group of 210 pupils. It 
is exciting that the school continues to grow in popularity and that this increase in pupil numbers has also 
generated over £800,000 of site improvements to classrooms and communal areas from Surrey County 
Council. Due to the pandemic this work has obviously been delayed, and we now have the added 
complication that the building works will continue throughout the next academic year rather than having 
been completed before the September numbers increase.   
 
There are challenges that will be unique to each school, for us in particular this will include the number of 
our students who come by school bus and the practicalities of using the canteen at lunch and break for all 
students.  In addition we also need to have a full plan for remote learning in the event of a local or national 
lockdown. Given that we now have these guidelines, we will be refining our plans over the coming days 
and I will communicate with you as soon as I can and certainly before we break up on Wednesday 22nd 
July. 
We are planning to issue all students a “re-connect booklet” over the summer holidays with all the changes 
they might expect to see and our expectations, similar to the material they would have had when they 
joined the school in Year 7. This include sections on 

 Timetables 

 Behaviour expectations 

 Health and safety measures 

 Canteen services 

 Remote teaching   

 Assessment and Feedback 
 

 
Three areas that we can confirm we need parents to action prior to the summer: 
 
1. School Uniform in September  
 
The new guidelines are very clear on uniform and the government expects all schools to return to normal 
uniform when they reopen in full. Therefore, please use the summer holiday to prepare for this by ensuring 
that your children have all elements of the uniform, including the blazer and PE kit. After such a long period 
of absence, September will inevitably have unique challenges and heightened anxieties. One area where 
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we can all work together to have the smoothest possible start is ensuring that all students arrive in full 
uniform. It would be a shame if we had to start the new school year negatively with individuals who were 
not meeting our uniform expectations. 
 
2. Use of Canteen 

 
Our biometric system using the finger scanner to pay for student’s school meals is going to be replaced 
with a contactless card which will be issued in September. There will be no facility for students to use cash 
in school to top up their account. Parents must therefore ensure they have an active ParentPay account 
with sufficient funds to pay for school meals. Students on Free School Meals will automatically start having 
their meal money allocated to their account to spend on the day.  
 
3. Equipment 

 
All students will be required to have a full set of equipment to be used in lessons as no sharing of high use 
items like pens and rulers will be allowed. We are therefore asking that parents ensure that students arrive 
to school fully equipped with the following items.  
 

 Pen – blue/black (and a spare)  Pencil 

 Coloured pens/pencils  Eraser 

 Pair of compasses  Sharpener 

  Scientific calculator    Ruler 

 Protractor  

 
Following a consultation with students in early January they felt that following the successfully 
implementation of show my homework over the past two years that there was no longer a need for students 
to be given a school planner. These will therefore cease to be issued to students in September. Students 
are welcome to bring their own diaries or academic planners if they wish.  
 
To support parents we will be providing the ability to order stationary, calculators and academic diaries via 
ParentPay if ordered before the start of August.  
 
Thank you for your patience and support over the last few months. It has been exceptionally challenging 
for all of us regardless of our personal circumstances. It has been lovely to see so many parents engage 
with our virtual parent and student chat offer. These have been so far a great vehicle for us to establish 
now any concerns or answer questions prior to September.  
 
Lastly I wanted to confirm that we will be finishing term at 1pm on Wednesday 22nd July. No new work will 
be set for Monday 20th, Tuesday 21st, or Wednesday 22nd July. Live lessons will continue as scheduled. 
Optional activities will be available on Show My Homework – and we would suggest students use this time 
to finish up anything they need before the holidays begin. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mrs J. Luhman 
Headteacher 


